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SUBJECT: ASMARA BEGINS KEBELE ELECTION PROCESS 

1. ON SUNDAY, NOV 21, RESIDENTS OP ASMARA'S 107 KEBELES BEGAN 

THE PROCESS OP ELECTIONS FOR KEBELE COUNCILS; A PROCESS WHICH WILL 
EVENTUALLY RESULT IN THE ELECTION OF A MUNICIPAL COUNCIL AND FINALLY 
A MAYOR OF ASMARA. THE PIRST MEETING WAS HELD TO SELECT LIVE 
MEMBERS IN EACH KEBELE TO ACT AS AN "ELECTORAL COLLEGE" POR THE 
SELECTION OP 40 CANDIDATES FOR THE ACTUAL KEBELE COUNCIL. THE 
LIVE WERE SELECTED BY VOICE VOTE PROM A SLATE OP 10 KEBELE 
RESIDENTS. 

2. THE 40 CANDIDATES POR THE KEBELE COUNCIL WILL BE CAREFULLY 
SELECTED BY THE ELECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 10 STRINGENT PROVISIONS 
ESTABLISHED BY THE EPMG. THESE PROVISIONS PRECLUDE CERTAIN RE- 
SIDENTS, E. G. LANDLORDS AND THEIR FAMILIES WHO EARN MORE THAN 
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SPECIFIC (?) QUALIFICATIONS, E.G. CANDIDATES MUST DEMONSTRATE 
A "PROPER REVOLUTIONARY ATTITUDE". FROM THIS SLATE OF 40, WHICH 
WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE KEBELE RESIDENTS ON NOV 28, FROM 15 
TO 17 KEBELE REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE CHOSEN BY EACH KEBELE IN 
ELECTIONS ON DEC 3. REGISTRATION FOR THAT ELECTION IS UNDERWAY 
NOW, AND REGISTRANTS MUST ALSO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS SET FORTH 
IN THE 10 EPMG PROVISIONS, OR BE DISENFRANCHISED. 

3. ONCE THE KEBELE COUNCILS HAVE BEEN ELECTED, THEY WILL CHOOSE 
TWO MEMBERS FROM EACH COUNCIL TO FORM A CONGRESS WHICH WILL 
ELECT A 20 TO 25-MEMBER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. EVENTUALLY THE MUN- 
ICIPAL COUNCIL WILL PUT FORWARD THREE OF ITS MEMBERS FOR THE 
POSITION OF MAYOR OF ASMARA, WITH THE ULTIMATE CHOICE OF ONE OF 
THE THREE RESIDING WITH THE EPMG AUTHORITIES. 

4. COMMENT: THE ELECTION PROCESS APPEARS TO BE VIEWED BY ASMARA 
RESIDENTS WITH A COMBINATION OF SKEPTICISM AND CONFUSION. THE LATTER 
IS COMPOUNDED BY THE ABSENCE OF ANY CENTRALIZED OFFICIAL SOURCE 

OF INFORMATION ON THE PROCESS, AND NO INSTRUCTIONS EITHER IN THE 
NEWSPAPERS OR ON THE RADIO. THE LACK OF CENTRAL DIRECTION OF THE 
PROGRAM LEADS OBSERVERS TO BELIEVE THAT THE ENTIRE PROCESS IS 
LARGELY COSMETIC AND WILL HAVE LITTLE SUBSTANTIVE POLITICAL OR 
SOCIAL IMPACT FOR THE CITY'S RESIDENTS. 
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